
Luke’s parents heard
 the noise and hurri

ed upstairs to see 

what had happened. 
they listened as Luke

 told them about the 

cat in the closet. 

“It’s been a long da
y, honey,” his mother said soothingl

y. 

“Get ready for bed. Yo
u need a good night

’s sleep.”

“We all do,” his dad ad
ded.

But that night, Luke 
had a hard time falling asleep. the 

old house seemed to groan and cr
eak. tree branches 

scraped 

against the windows. 
the wind whistled thro

ugh every crack in the
 

building and slammed the shutters agains
t the side of the hou

se. 

Luke burrowed under
 his blanket, listening

 to the unfamiliar 

sounds. Swish, swish, swish. J
ust the tree branche

s blowing in 

the breeze, Luke tol
d himself as he drifted off

 to sleep.

Suddenly, Luke found
 himself running for his 

life. he was 

being chased by a h
uge wolf. Luke ran 

as fast as he possib
ly 

could—through dark hallway
s, down a steep stai

rcase, and into 

a damp cellar. he ran faster . . . faste
r . . . faster . . . unti

l the 

wolf tackled him. thWUMp! 

Luke awoke from the dreadful nightm
are, panting, gasping

 

for breath, and dren
ched in sweat. then he screamed! the big 

black cat was sitting
 on his bed.  
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In one swift move, Luke grabbed th
e blanket and pulled 

it up 

over his head, pushing
 the cat off the bed in

 the process. When he 

peeked out from under the covers, the 
cat was nowhere to be

 found. 
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Ashton Villa Mansion, Galveston, TexasMany people believe that when a person’s spirit returns as a 
ghost, it appears as the person did at the time of his or her 
death. The spirit is often even wearing the same clothes. 
That’s good news for Bettie Ashton Brown. She was always 
dressed like a princess—so she looks great as a ghost.

A Glamorous Ghost

Ashton Villa Mansion
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Beautiful Bettie Ashton Brown was born into a wealthy 
family in 1855. She spent her pampered life at Ashton 
Villa, buying fancy fans and dresses. She had many boyfriends but never married. Some claim Bettie loved 
the expensive items she collected more than any man.After Bettie died in 1920, her beloved mansion was turned into a museum. Her ghost is said to still visit often. A museum worker once came across her arguing 

with a dark-haired ghost at the piano. He overheard the 
ghost saying to Bettie, “It is foolish for any man to talk 
to you about marriage. You couldn’t really love anyone.” 
The dark-haired man then disappeared, leaving behind 
a sobbing Bettie.
Visitors to the museum have been surprised to hear the ghostly sound of piano playing. Perhaps it is Bettie, 
trying to heal a broken heart.

A museum guide once saw Bettie’s ghost on the second floor. She was wearing a gorgeous turquoise evening gown and holding a beautiful fan. Bettie is stylish, even in death.
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Curse of the Haunted House COMBO 

TEACHER’S GUIDE

Fiction and Nonfiction 
Use this Teacher’s Guide to help students learn about fiction and nonfiction texts. 
The first section of the guide provides a basic overview of the genres, while the 
second section can be used as a lesson plan for comparing two individual titles 
about similar spooky topics.  

CCSS Language Arts Standards
RI3.9 Compare and contrast the most important points and key 

details presented in two texts on the same topic.

RI4.9 Integrate information from two texts on the same topic in 
order to write or speak about the subject knowledgeably.
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Discuss Fiction and Nonfiction
Prompt students to describe the genres of fiction and nonfiction. Ask them to cite examples of each genre. 
For example, fiction includes short stories and novels, while nonfiction includes newspapers and textbooks.

Create a Chart or Diagram
Help students establish what the differences and similarities are between fiction and nonfiction by using 
a Venn diagram or a chart. Place fiction attributes on one side of the chart and nonfiction attributes on the 
other side, with a space in the middle for shared attributes. 

Define Important Terms and Concepts
Assist students in defining the following literary terms and concepts in order to help compare fiction and 
nonfiction texts. 

•	 Character (a person portrayed in a novel, short story, or play)
•	 Characterization (the way the author describes a character)
•	 Chronological order (the order in which events actually happened)
•	 Facts (information that can be proven true)
•	 Mood (the way the reader feels when reading a text)
•	 Plot (sequence of events in a story where each event causes the next 

event to happen)
•	 Setting (where a story takes place)
•	 Theme (the main idea of a story)

As students further explore works of fiction and nonfiction, they can apply the terms and concepts they have 
learned to individual books and add new words to this list.

Fiction Nonfiction
Stories about 

characters and events 
that are not real

Could be based on facts, 
but the facts cannot be 
proven and the overall 

story is not true

Can include photos, 
but illustrations are 

more common

Can have a plot, 
setting, and 

themes

Can cover the 
same topic

Can have photos and 
illustrations

Stories about people and 
events that are real

Based on 
provable facts

Can include illustrations, 
but photos are more 

common

Often includes 
an index 
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Remind Students

 
Fiction
Explain that some works of fiction can be based on fact. For example, a historical 
novel may use factual details about a particular time to create a realistic setting. 
Also, fiction can sound like the truth, even though the author has invented the 
information in the book.

Nonfiction
A nonfiction story, such as a ghost story, can include elements of fiction. For example, 
many visitors to the White House have claimed they saw the ghost of President 
Abraham Lincoln. While it’s true that Lincoln lived at the White House and the 
visitors are real people who are certain about what they saw, there is no concrete 
evidence to suggest that the ghost actually exists. 

A Closer Look 
Cold Whispers: Curse of the Haunted House and Scary Places: Haunted Houses

Objective: To have students compare fiction and nonfiction texts about haunted 
houses

1. Read 
Have students read the Cold Whispers title, Curse of the Haunted House. Then have them read the Scary 
Places title, Haunted Houses. Ask students to take notes about the setting, characters, and any important 
themes as they read.  

•	 Which of the stories is fiction? Which is nonfiction? How can you tell? Ask 
students what clues helped them figure out what genre each book falls 
into. 

2. Compare and Contrast: Setting the Scene
Have the class make a list of spooky happenings in Curse of the Haunted House and in a few of the stories 
in Haunted Houses. What unusual things did the characters see, hear, or feel that led them to believe there 
was a ghost in their house?

•	 Examples from the books include: seeing slime oozing from walls; hearing 
footsteps on stairs; feeling a cold chill

Start a discussion about setting. In both books, why are these haunted house settings considered scary? 
How does setting influence what happens in the stories? 
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3. Challenge Students: Is It a Ghost?
Ask students to think about why, in Curse of the Haunted House, Luke didn’t know at first that the house was 
haunted. What were some clues that Clinton was a ghost? Students should list examples, such as:

•	 When the ghost took the form of a boy, he seemed to appear out of 
nowhere.

•	 The black cat had one green eye and one blue eye, just like Clinton.

In Haunted Houses, what were some clues that the ghosts in the stories weren’t real people? Examples 
include:

•	 A person had a see-through appearance.
•	 A person appeared to be floating.

4. Extend Knowledge: Tracking Ghosts!
Have students re-read Curse of the Haunted House closely, making notes of each time Clinton appears, 
either as the black cat or as the boy. Track the ghost of Anderson James as well. Where in the house are the 
ghosts sighted? Ask students to draw a simple map of the haunted house and label areas where the ghosts 
appear. For fun, kids can rate each sighting according to how scary it was for Luke. (1 if he was only slightly 
scared, and up to 5 if he was terrified!)


