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Starts with B

Before Reading1.
Build Background/Access Prior Knowledge
Students can make predictions by looking at the cover of the book and book title. 
Have them discuss what they see and what they think the book is going to be about.

Another great idea is to have students fill the Letter Shape pages with pictures 
whose names begin with the /b/ sound and with words they know that begin with B 
and b. Alternately, you may wish to have students trace the letter shapes or fill them 
with glued-on beads. (See pages 5 and 6 of this Teacher Note.)

Introduce Words
baby: A very young child.
ball: An object, usually round, that is used in a game or as a toy.
balloons: Thin bags, usually made of rubber, that become larger when filled with air  
or gas.
bananas: Long curved fruits with thick peels that are yellow when ripe.
beach: An area covered with sand or small rocks that is next to an ocean or lake.
bear: A large animal with thick hair and sharp claws that usually lives in the forest. 
bed: A piece of furniture that people sleep on.
books: Stories or other texts that are either printed on sheets of paper held together inside  
a cover or accessed on a computer.
bread: A baked food made from flour and water.
bubbles: Balls of air inside a thin layer of soap.

Written by Christina Earley

Featured Words: baby, ball, balloons, bananas, beach, bear, 
bed, books, bread, bubbles
Key Idea: Identify the /b/ sound spelled with the letter b at 
the beginning of familiar words
Standards Addressed: RF.K.3.A Reading: Foundational Skills
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During Reading2.
Explain that the letter Bb spells the /b/ sound. Enunciate the sound clearly for 

students and have them repeat it after you, taking care to isolate /b/ and not 

combine it with any vowel sounds. Ask students to notice how their mouths feel as 

they make the sound. Read the book aloud, emphasizing /b/ at the beginning of 

each word and asking students to repeat after you. 

During a second reading of the book, provide clues and ask students to identify  

the words:

• Which word has b three times? (bubbles)

• Which word has the small word ball inside? (balloons)

• Which word names an animal? (bear)

• Which word has the /k/ sound? (books)

• Which word has three syllables? (bananas)

• Which word ends with y? (baby)

• Which word has three letters and the short e sound? (bed)

• Which word is b plus the small word all? (ball)

• Which word begins with br? (bread)

• Which word ends with ch? (beach)

Finally, you may wish to provide for each student a copy of My Bb Words. (See page 

7 of this Teacher Note.) Students can cut apart the word cards, mix them up, and 

decide which one matches each page of the book. After students trace b to begin 

each word on a card, they can use crayons in several colors to rainbow-write all the 

letters in the word.  

ESE/SWD4.
• Use diagrams, graphics, and pictures to enhance spoken information.

• Try a direct-instruction approach to teach new concepts and skills. 

• Use a variety of materials and teaching styles to engage students.

• Create a comfortable learning environment.

Have students create flashcards with the Bb words. Pair the students to review and 

read the flashcards together. Have students write the words on paper.

• Recall letters and words from the text.

• Identify the author’s purpose for the nonfiction text.

• Students can choose to read additional books about sounds and letters.

Follow-Up Lessons:

• Sort words from the book according to the number of sounds and syllables.

• Use letter tiles to add b to -at, -ug, -it, -ell, -og and other endings to make  

new words.

• Ask each student to make a Bingo card by illustrating or writing any eight words 

from the book in the squares in random order. Have students exchange cards. Call 

out words from the book as students mark them off. The first student to mark three 

words in a row wins! (See page 8 of this Teacher Note.)

Small Group/Partner Activities:

• Reread the book in pairs with partners helping to segment and blend sounds 

as needed.

• Students can ask and answer questions about word meanings, letters,  

and sounds.

Phonics:
• Ask students to identify initial, medial vowel, and final phonemes in 

consonant-vowel-consonant words and other single-syllable words. (Meets 

standards RF.K.2.D, RF.1.2.C)

• Ask students to identify and spell words from the text that have short and 

long vowel sounds. (Meets standard RF.1.2.A)

School-to-Home Connection:

• Send home the word clues from page 2 of this Teacher Note along with  

the book.

• Along with the book, send home a copy of My Bb Words from page 7 of this 

Teacher Note.

After Reading3.
Introduce the Genre

You can tell this is a nonfiction book because the pictures are photographs of real things. 

The pictures help explain what the words mean.

Establish a Purpose for Reading 

We are going to read words that begin with the /b/ sound spelled with the letter b.
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Target Grades: PK to 2

Subject: Language Arts; Decodable Readers

Genre: Fiction

Letter Patterns: CVC, CVCe, Long Vowel Teams

Phonics Skills and Features: In each title, decode 10+ words with targeted vowel sound/spelling correspondence. 
Practice selected consonant sounds and high-frequency words and discriminate between short and long vowel sounds.

Applications and Extensions: Titles include sound/letter chart, pictureless sentences to read, handwriting activity, 
comprehension questions, and secret/challenge words to find.

Science of Reading Connection: Titles 
focus explicitly on one vowel sound/
spelling correspondence and on a limited 
list of high-frequency words. Words in 
short vowel titles include 8 targeted 
consonants. Words in long vowel titles 
help with discriminating between short 
and long vowel sounds.

ISBN Title GRL Target 
Sound

Target 
Consonants

Target Vowel 
Spelling

Target 
Consonant 
Blends and 
Digraphs

Target  
High-Frequency Words

 9781039818255 Camp Daisy F long a n/a ai n/a 21 words; Fry First 200, Dolch PK to 
1; list included

9781039800649 Doc's Job C short o b, c, d, g, h, j, s, t o n/a 18 words: Fry First 100, Dolch PK 
and K; list included

 9781039818262 Dwight's Flight E long i n/a igh n/a 21 words; Fry First 200, Dolch PK to 
1; list included

9781039800632 Ed and Em D short e d, m, n, p, s, t, w, y e st 18 words: Fry First 100, Dolch PK 
and K; list included

9781039800656 Fix This! D short i b, f, r, s, t, x i br, ng, th 18 words: Fry First 100, Dolch PK 
and K; list included

9781039800670 Fun for Pups D short u b, g, h, m, p, s, t u ch, mp, st 18 words: Fry First 100, Dolch PK 
and K; list included

 9781039818279 Jewel Hunt F long u n/a ew n/a 21 words; Fry First 200, Dolch PK to 
1; list included

 9781039818286 June the Mule E long u n/a u-consonant-e n/a 21 words; Fry First 200, Dolch PK to 
1; list included

 9781039818293 Mike's Ride E long i n/a i-consonant-e n/a 21 words; Fry First 200, Dolch PK to 
1; list included

9781039800595 No Naps for Pals C short a c, g, l, n, p, r, s, t a n/a 15 words: Fry First 100, Dolch PK 
and K; list included

9781039800625 NOT a Rock D short o b, d, h, p, r, s, t o ck 18 words: Fry First 100, Dolch PK 
and K; list included

 9781039818309 Notes for Joe E long o n/a o-consonant-e n/a 21 words; Fry First 200, Dolch PK to 
1; list included

9781039800663 Reds or Jets? D short e d, f, g, j, l, r, s, t e st 18 words: Fry First 100, Dolch PK 
and K; list included

 9781039818316 Speed to the Reef F long e n/a ee n/a 21 words; Fry First 200, Dolch PK to 
1; list included

9781039818323 The Best Beasts F long e n/a ea n/a 21 words; Fry First 200, Dolch PK to 
1; list included

9781039800618 Tib’s Big Rig C short i b, d, g, p, r, s, t, z i n/a 17 words: Fry First 100, Dolch PK 
and K; list included

9781039818330 Toads Make Loaves F long o n/a oa n/a 21 words; Fry First 200, Dolch PK to 
1; list included

9781039818347 What Abe Ate E long a n/a a-consonant-e n/a 21 words: Fry First 200, Dolch PK to 
1; list included

9781039800601 Who Yaps Back? C short a b, d, j, p, s, y a ck, qu 14 words: Fry First 100, Dolch PK 
and K; list included

9781039800687 Yuk or Yum? D short u b, g, k, m, r, s, y u sh 18 words: Fry First 100, Dolch PK 
and K; list included
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Blue Marlin Decodable Readers

Target Grades: 2 to 6

Subject: Language Arts; Decodable Readers 

Genre: Fiction

Phonics Skills and Features: Decode 20+ single-syllable and multisyllabic words with target sound/spelling 
correspondence. Word list included.

Applications and Extensions: Before-, during-, and after-reading activities; comprehension quiz; and 
activities for thinking and writing.

Science of Reading Connection: Each title focuses explicitly on words with the key sound/
spelling correspondence. An extensive list of decodable words, including longer words, 
supports more fluent readers.

ISBN Title GRL Target Sound Target Spelling

9798887350547 At the Reef L long e ee

9798887353746 Drawing Helps L sound of aw aw

9798887353753 Hoops N long oo oo

9798887353791 How? K sound of ow ow

9798887353777 Joy N sound of oy oy

9798887353739 Snow K long o ow

9798887353814 The Bird Girl M r-controlled short i ir

9798887350639 The Blues Duel L long oo ue

9798887350622 The Boat M long o oa

9798887353715 The Cruise L long oo ui

9798887353807 The Dark L r-controlled short a ar

9798887353784 The Droid N sound of oi oi

9798887350592 The Feast N long e ea

9798887353722 The Flight N long i igh

9798887350561 The Launch L sound of au au

9798887350608 The Movie K long e ie

9798887353821 The Nerds N r-controlled short e er

9798887350615 The Pie M long i ie

9798887350578 The Ray M long a ay

9798887353852 The Scout M sound of ou ou

9798887350554 The Sleigh L long a eigh

9798887353845 The Storm K r-controlled short o or

9798887353760 The Woods M short oo oo

9798887353838 Turbo N r-controlled short u ur

9798887350585 Your Brain M long a ai

Controlled text, 
common high-

frequency words, and 
decodable words.
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Science of Reading 
Connection: Each title focuses 
explicitly on one consonant 
sound and letter with a 
friendly character mascot, 
words with the target letter 
in the initial position, and 
decodable sentences.

I SEE MY ABCs: CONSONANTS

Target Grades: PK to 2

Subject: Language Arts; Phonics

Genre: Fiction

Phonics Skills and Features: Decode 15+ words that begin with the 
target sound and letter. Simple sentences include high-frequency words 
and target words with picture cues. Match pictures to words that fit the 
sound and spelling pattern. Word list included.

Applications and Extensions: Each title includes a character mascot to 
illustrate the target sound and letter. Picture supports help readers play 
an “I Spy” game.

ISBN Title GRL Target Sound Target 
Spelling

Consonant Blends and 
Digraphs

9781039686755 I See B A initial /b/ b bl, br

9781039686762 I See C A initial /k/ c cl, cr

9781039686779 I See D A initial /d/ d dr

9781039686786 I See F A initial /f/ f fl, fr

9781039686793 I See G A initial /g/ g gl, gr

9781039686809 I See H A initial /h/ h n/a

9781039686816 I See J A initial /j/ j n/a

9781039686823 I See K A initial /k/ k ck

9781039686830 I See L A initial /l/ l n/a

9781039686847 I See M A initial /m/ m n/a

9781039686854 I See N A initial /n/ n n/a

9781039686861 I See P A initial /p/ p pl, pr

9781039686878 I See Q A initial /kw/ qu qu

9781039686885 I See R A initial /r/ r n/a

9781039686892 I See S A initial /s/ s sch, sk, sl, squ, st, str, sw

9781039686908 I See T A initial /t/ t tr, tw

9781039686915 I See V A initial /v/ v n/a

9781039686922 I See W A initial /w/ w wh

9781039686939 I See X A final /ks/ x n/a

9781039686946 I See Y A initial /y/ y n/a

9781039686953 I See Z A initial /z/ z n/a

Kk
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Science of Reading Connection: Each title focuses explicitly on one short vowel sound 
and letter with a friendly character mascot, words with the target letter in the initial 
position, and decodable sentences.

I SEE MY ABCs: SHORT VOWELS

Target Grades: PK to 2

Subject: Language Arts; Phonics

Genre: Fiction

Phonics Skills and Features: Decode 15+ words that begin with the target 
short vowel sound and letter. Simple sentences include high-frequency 
words and target words with picture cues. Match pictures to words that fit 
the sound and spelling pattern. Word list included.

Applications and Extensions: Each title includes a character mascot to 
illustrate the target sound and letter. Picture supports help readers play an 
“I Spy” game.

ISBN Title GRL Target Sound Target 
Spelling

9781039696945 I See A B initial short a a

9781039696952 I See E B initial short e e

9781039696969 I See I B initial short i i

9781039696976 I See O B initial short o o

9781039696983 I See U B initial short u u

I SEE MY ABCs: LONG VOWELS

ISBN Title GRL Target Sound Target Spelling

9781039696990 I See A-E B long a a-consonant-e

9781039697003 I See E-E B long e e-consonant-e

9781039697010 I See I-E B long i i-consonant-e

9781039697027 I See O-E B long o o-consonant-e

9781039697034 I See U-E B long u/long oo u-consonant-e

9781039697041 I See Y /ē/ B long e y

9781039697058 I See Y /ī/ B long i y

Target Grades: PK to 2

Subject: Language Arts; Phonics

Genre: Fiction

Phonics Skills and Features: Decode 15+ words that include the target long vowel sound and spelling pattern. 
Simple sentences include high-frequency words and target words with picture cues. Match pictures to words that fit 
the sound and spelling pattern. Word list included.

Applications and Extensions: Each title includes a character mascot to illustrate the target sound and letters. 
Picture supports help readers play an “I Spy” game.

Science of Reading Connection:  Each title focuses explicitly on one long vowel sound 
and spelling pattern with a friendly character mascot and decodable sentences.

I  see  a  milkshake  
and  lemonade.

What  do  you  see?
8

9
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Science of Reading Connection: Each title focuses explicitly on one consonant digraph 
with a friendly character mascot and decodable sentences.

I SEE MY CONSONANT TEAMS

I SEE MY LONG VOWEL TEAMS

Science of Reading Connection: Each title focuses explicitly on one vowel digraph with a 
friendly character mascot and decodable sentences.

Target Grades: PK to 2

Subject: Language Arts; Phonics

Genre: Fiction

Phonics Skills and Features: Decode 15+ words that include the target 
consonant team. Simple sentences include high-frequency words and 
target words with picture cues. Match pictures to words that fit the sound 
and spelling pattern. Word list included.

Applications and Extensions: Each title includes a character mascot to 
illustrate the target sound and letters. Picture supports help readers play 
an “I Spy” game.

ISBN Title GRL Target Sound Target 
Spelling

9781039697126 I See AI C long a ai

9781039697065 I See AY C long a ay

9781039697089 I See EA /ē/ C long e ea

9781039697072 I See EE C long e ee

9781039697164 I See EIGH C long a eigh

9781039697096 I See IE /ē/ C long e ie

9781039697102 I See IE /ī/ C long i ie

9781039697157 I See IGH C long i igh

9781039697119 I See OA C long o oa

9781039697171 I See OW /ō/ C long o ow

9781039697133 I See UE C long u/long oo ue

9781039697140 I See UI C long u/long oo ui

ISBN Title GRL Target 
Sound

Target 
Spelling

9781039697331 I See CH B /ch/ ch

9781039697355 I See CK B /k/ ck

9781039697362 I See SH B /sh/ sh

9781039697317 I See TCH B /tch/ tch

9781039697348 I See TH B /th/ th

9781039697324 I See WH B /wh/ wh

Target Grades: PK to 2

Subject: Language Arts; Phonics

Genre: Fiction

Phonics Skills and Features: Decode 15+ words that 
include the target vowel team. Simple sentences include 
high-frequency words and target words with picture cues. 
Match pictures to words that fit the sound and spelling 
pattern. Word list included.

Applications and Extensions: Each title includes a 
character mascot to illustrate the target sound and letters. 
Picture supports help readers play an “I Spy” game.

Encourage students to decode 
rather than guessing or relying 
on picture clues. Illustrations and 
photos support the text but do 
not reveal it.

6 Titles
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Science of Reading Connection: Each title focuses explicitly on one r-controlled short 
vowel sound with a friendly character mascot and decodable sentences.

I SEE MY VOWEL + R

I SEE MY SPECIAL VOWEL TEAMS

Science of Reading Connection: Each title focuses explicitly on one vowel digraph with a 
friendly character mascot and decodable sentences.

Target Grades: PK to 2

Subject: Language Arts; Phonics

Genre: Fiction

Phonics Skills and Features: Decode 15+ words that include the target 
r-controlled vowel sound. Simple sentences include high-frequency words and 
target words with picture cues. Match pictures to words that fit the sound and 
spelling pattern. Word list included.

Applications and Extensions: Each title includes a character mascot to 
illustrate the target sound and letters. Picture supports help readers play an 
“I Spy” game.

ISBN Title GRL Target Sound Target 
Spelling

9781039697263 I See AR C r-controlled short a ar

9781039697270 I See ER C r-controlled short e er

9781039697287 I See IR C r-controlled short i ir

9781039697300 I See OR C r-controlled short o or

9781039697294 I See UR C r-controlled short u ur

ISBN Title GRL Target Sound Target 
Spelling

9781039697232 I See AU C sound of au au

9781039697201 I See AW C sound of aw aw

9781039697249 I See OI C sound of oi oi

9781039697188 I See OO /oo/ C short oo oo

9781039697195 I See OO /oo/ C long oo oo

9781039697225 I See OU C sound of ou ou

9781039697218 I See OW /ou/ C sound of ou ow

9781039697256 I See OY C sound of oy oy

Target Grades: PK to 2

Subject: Language Arts; Phonics

Genre: Fiction

Phonics Skills and Features: Decode 15+ 
words that include a special vowel team. Simple 
sentences include high-frequency words and 
target words with picture cues. Match pictures 
to words that fit the sound and spelling pattern. 
Word list included.

Applications and Extensions: Each title includes 
a character mascot to illustrate the target sound 
and letter. Picture supports help readers play an 
“I Spy” game.

Fun and highly motivating 
for early readers!

5 Titles
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 ALPHABET: CONSONANTS

Target Grades: PK to 2

Subject: Language Arts; Phonics

Genre: Nonfiction

Phonics Skills and Features: Decode 10 words that begin with the target 
consonant sound and letter.

Applications and Extensions: Each title includes a full-page, full-color 
photograph to illustrate each word. Target letters appear in color.

ISBN Title GRL Target Sound Target 
Spelling

Consonant Blends and 
Digraphs

9781039645356 Ends with X A /ks/ x n/a

9781039645172 Starts with B A /b/ b br

9781039645189 Starts with C A /k/ c cl, cr

9781039645196 Starts with D A /d/ d dr

9781039645202 Starts with F A /f/ f fl, fr

9781039645219 Starts with G A /g/ and /j/ g gl, gr

9781039645226 Starts with H A /h/ h n/a

9781039645233 Starts with J A /j/ j n/a

9781039645240 Starts with K A /k/ k n/a

9781039645257 Starts with L A /l/ l n/a

9781039645264 Starts with M A /m/ m n/a

9781039645271 Starts with N A /n/ n n/a

9781039645288 Starts with P A /p/ p pr

9781039645295 Starts with Q A /kw/ qu qu

9781039645301 Starts with R A /r/ r n/a

9781039645318 Starts with S A /s/ s sm, sn, sp, squ, st

9781039645325 Starts with T A /t/ t tr

9781039645332 Starts with V A /v/ v n/a

9781039645349 Starts with W A /w/ w wh

9781039645363 Starts with Y A /y/ y n/a

9781039645370 Starts with Z A /z/ z n/a

Science of Reading Connection: Each title focuses explicitly on one consonant sound 
and letter. Great for phonological awareness activities!

Read-Alongs
Available!
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Target Grades: PK to 2

Subject: Language Arts; Phonics

Genre: Nonfiction

Phonics Skills and Features: Decode 10 words that begin with the 
target short vowel sound and letter.

Applications and Extensions: Each title includes a full-page, full-color 
photograph to illustrate each word. Target letters appear in color.

ISBN Title GRL Target Sound Target Spelling

9781039645387 Starts with A A initial short a a

9781039645394 Starts with E A initial short e e

9781039645400 Starts with I A initial short i i

9781039645417 Starts with O A initial short o o

9781039645424 Starts with U A initial short u u

ALPHABET: SHORT VOWELS

Science of Reading Connection: Each title focuses explicitly on one r-controlled short 
vowel sound. Great for phonological awareness activities!

Science of Reading Connection: Each title focuses explicitly on one short vowel sound 
and letter. Great for phonological awareness activities!

VOWEL + R

Target Grades: PK to 2  

Subject: Language Arts; Phonics

Genre: Nonfiction

Phonics Skills and Features: Decode 10 words that include an 
r-controlled short vowel sound.

Applications and Extensions: Each title includes a full-page, full-color 
photograph to illustrate each word. Target letters appear in color.

ISBN Title GRL Target Sound Target Spelling

9781039645707 The Sound of AR B r-controlled short a ar

9781039645714 The Sound of ER B r-controlled short e er

9781039645721 The Sound of IR B r-controlled short i ir

9781039645745 The Sound of OR B r-controlled short o or

9781039645738 The Sound of UR B r-controlled short u ur
Practice reading 

words with phonics 
supports and a focus 

on the alphabetic 
code.

5 Titles

5 Titles



 ALPHABET: CONSONANT TEAMS

LONG VOWEL TEAMS

Science of Reading Connection: Each title focuses explicitly on one consonant digraph. 
Great for phonological awareness activities!

Science of Reading Connection:  Each title focuses explicitly on one vowel 
digraph. Great for phonological awareness activities!

ISBN Title GRL Target 
Sound

Target 
Spelling

Phonics Skills and Features

9781039645776 The Sound of CH B /ch/ ch Decode 10 words that begin or end with ch.

9781039645790 The Sound of CK B /k/ ck Decode 10 words that end with ck.

9781039645806 The Sound of SH B /sh/ sh Decode 10 words that begin or end with sh.

9781039645752 The Sound of TCH B /tch/ tch Decode 10 words that end with tch.

9781039645783 The Sound of TH B /th/ th Decode 10 words that begin or end with th.

9781039645769 The Sound of WH B /wh/ wh Decode 10 words that begin with wh.

Target Grades: PK to 2

Subject: Language Arts; Phonics

Genre: Nonfiction

Applications and Extensions: Each title includes a full-page, full-color 
photograph to illustrate each word. Target letters appear in color.

Target Grades: PK to 2

Subject: Language Arts; Phonics

Genre: Nonfiction

Phonics Skills and Features: Decode 10 words 
that include the target vowel digraph.

Applications and Extensions: Each title includes 
a full-page, full-color photograph to illustrate each 
word. Target letters appear in color.

ISBN Title GRL Target Sound Target 
Spelling

9781039645561 The Sound of AI B long a ai

9781039645509 The Sound of AY B long a ay

9781039645523 The Sound of EA /ē/ B long e ea

9781039645516 The Sound of EE B long e ee

9781039645608 The Sound of EIGH B long a eigh

9781039645530 The Sound of IE /ē/ B long e ie

9781039645547 The Sound of IE /ī/ B long i ie

9781039645592 The Sound of IGH B long i igh

9781039645554 The Sound of OA B long o oa

9781039645615 The Sound of OW /ō/ B long o ow

9781039645578 The Sound of UE B long u/long oo ue

9781039645585 The Sound of UI B long u/long oo ui

6 Titles

12 Titles



 LONG VOWELS

SPECIAL VOWEL TEAMS

Science of Reading Connection:  Each title focuses explicitly on one long vowel sound and 
spelling pattern. Great for phonological awareness activities!

Science of Reading Connection: Each title focuses explicitly on one special vowel sound spelled with a 
vowel digraph. Great for phonological awareness activities!

Target Grades: PK to 2  

Subject: Language Arts; Phonics

Genre: Nonfiction

Phonics Skills and Features: Decode 10 words with the target long 
vowel sound and spelling pattern.

Applications and Extensions: Each title includes a full-page, full-color 
photograph to illustrate each word. Target letters appear in color.

ISBN Title GRL Target Sound Target Spelling

9781039645431 The Sound of A-E B long a a-consonant-e

9781039645448 The Sound of E-E B long e e-consonant-e

9781039645455 The Sound of I-E B long i i-consonant-e

9781039645462 The Sound of O-E B long o o-consonant-e

9781039645479 The Sound of U-E B long u/long oo u-consonant-e

9781039645486 The Sound of Y /ē/ B long e y

9781039645493 The Sound of Y /ī/ B long i y

Target Grades: PK to 2  

Subject: Language Arts; Phonics

Genre: Nonfiction

Phonics Skills and Features: Decode 10 words that include a special 
vowel sound spelled with a vowel digraph.

Applications and Extensions: Each title includes a full-page, full-color 
photograph to illustrate each word. Target letters appear in color.

ISBN Title GRL Target Sound Target Spelling

9781039645677 The Sound of AU B sound of au au

9781039645646 The Sound of AW B sound of aw aw

9781039645684 The Sound of OI B sound of oi oi

9781039645622 The Sound of OO /oo/ B short oo oo

9781039645639 The Sound of OO /oo/ B long oo oo

9781039645660 The Sound of OU B sound of ou ou

9781039645653 The Sound of OW /ou/ B sound of ou ow

9781039645691 The Sound of OY B sound of oy oy

Complex phonics 
sounds may be used 

from the start.

7 Titles

8 Titles



Science of Reading Connection: Each 
title focuses explicitly on words in one 
word family. Great for phonological 
awareness activities! 

WORD FAMILIES

Target Grades: PK to 2  

Subject: Language Arts; Phonics

Genre: Nonfiction

Phonics Skills and Features: Decode 10 words 
in the target word family.

Applications and Extensions: Each title includes 
a full-page, full-color photograph to illustrate 
each word. Target letters appear in color.

ISBN Title GRL Target Sound Target Spelling

9781039661233 The Sound of ACK B /ak/ _ack

9781039663213 The Sound of AD B /ad/ _ad

9781039663237 The Sound of AGE B /āj/ _age

9781039663251 The Sound of AIL B /āl/ _ail

9781039661240 The Sound of AIN B /ān/ _ain

9781039661257 The Sound of AKE B /āk/ _ake

9781039661264 The Sound of ALE B /āl/ _ale

9781039661271 The Sound of ALL B /ôl/ _all

9781039663275 The Sound of AM B /am/ _am

9781039661288 The Sound of AME B /ām/ _ame

9781039661295 The Sound of AN B /an/ _an

9781039661301 The Sound of ANK B /ank/ _ank

9781039661318 The Sound of AP B /ap/ _ap

9781039661325 The Sound of ASH B /ash/ _ash

9781039661332 The Sound of AT B /at/ _at

9781039661349 The Sound of ATE B /āt/ _ate

9781039661356 The Sound of AW B /ô/ _aw

9781039663190 The Sound of AY B /ā/ _ay

9781039661363 The Sound of EAT B /ēt/ _eat

9781039661370 The Sound of ELL B /el/ _ell

9781039661387 The Sound of EST B /est/ _est

9781039661394 The Sound of ICE B /īs/ _ice

9781039661400 The Sound of ICK B /ik/ _ick

9781039661417 The Sound of IDE B /īd/ _ide

9781039661424 The Sound of IGHT B /īt/ _ight

9781039661431 The Sound of ILL B /il/ _ill

9781039661448 The Sound of IN B /in/ _in

9781039661455 The Sound of INE B /īn/ _ine

9781039661462 The Sound of ING B /ing/ _ing

9781039661479 The Sound of INK B /ink/ _ink

9781039661486 The Sound of IP B /ip/ _ip

9781039661493 The Sound of IT B /it/ _it

9781039661509 The Sound of OCK B /ok/ _ock

9781039661516 The Sound of OKE B /ōk/ _oke

9781039661523 The Sound of OP B /op/ _op

9781039661530 The Sound of ORE B /or/ _ore

9781039661547 The Sound of OT B /ot/ _ot

9781039661554 The Sound of UCK B /uk/ _uck

9781039661561 The Sound of UG B /ug/ _ug

9781039661578 The Sound of UMP B /ump/ _ump

9781039661585 The Sound of UNK B /unk/ _unk
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6

7

Teacher’s Guides

Crabtree’s Teacher Note

Word Count: 10 
Grade Level: PreK-1

Subject: Phonics
Genre: Nonfiction

Starts with B

Before Reading1.
Build Background/Access Prior Knowledge
Students can make predictions by looking at the cover of the book and book title. 
Have them discuss what they see and what they think the book is going to be about.

Another great idea is to have students fill the Letter Shape pages with pictures 
whose names begin with the /b/ sound and with words they know that begin with B 
and b. Alternately, you may wish to have students trace the letter shapes or fill them 
with glued-on beads. (See pages 5 and 6 of this Teacher Note.)

Introduce Words
baby: A very young child.
ball: An object, usually round, that is used in a game or as a toy.
balloons: Thin bags, usually made of rubber, that become larger when filled with air  
or gas.
bananas: Long curved fruits with thick peels that are yellow when ripe.
beach: An area covered with sand or small rocks that is next to an ocean or lake.
bear: A large animal with thick hair and sharp claws that usually lives in the forest. 
bed: A piece of furniture that people sleep on.
books: Stories or other texts that are either printed on sheets of paper held together inside  
a cover or accessed on a computer.
bread: A baked food made from flour and water.
bubbles: Balls of air inside a thin layer of soap.

Written by Christina Earley

Featured Words: baby, ball, balloons, bananas, beach, bear, 
bed, books, bread, bubbles
Key Idea: Identify the /b/ sound spelled with the letter b at 
the beginning of familiar words
Standards Addressed: RF.K.3.A Reading: Foundational Skills

Permission to reproduce for classroom use. crabtreebooks.com

During Reading2.
Explain that the letter Bb spells the /b/ sound. Enunciate the sound clearly for 

students and have them repeat it after you, taking care to isolate /b/ and not 

combine it with any vowel sounds. Ask students to notice how their mouths feel as 

they make the sound. Read the book aloud, emphasizing /b/ at the beginning of 

each word and asking students to repeat after you. 

During a second reading of the book, provide clues and ask students to identify  

the words:

• Which word has b three times? (bubbles)

• Which word has the small word ball inside? (balloons)

• Which word names an animal? (bear)

• Which word has the /k/ sound? (books)

• Which word has three syllables? (bananas)

• Which word ends with y? (baby)

• Which word has three letters and the short e sound? (bed)

• Which word is b plus the small word all? (ball)

• Which word begins with br? (bread)

• Which word ends with ch? (beach)

Finally, you may wish to provide for each student a copy of My Bb Words. (See page 

7 of this Teacher Note.) Students can cut apart the word cards, mix them up, and 

decide which one matches each page of the book. After students trace b to begin 

each word on a card, they can use crayons in several colors to rainbow-write all the 

letters in the word.  

ESE/SWD4.
• Use diagrams, graphics, and pictures to enhance spoken information.

• Try a direct-instruction approach to teach new concepts and skills. 

• Use a variety of materials and teaching styles to engage students.

• Create a comfortable learning environment.

Have students create flashcards with the Bb words. Pair the students to review and 

read the flashcards together. Have students write the words on paper.

• Recall letters and words from the text.

• Identify the author’s purpose for the nonfiction text.

• Students can choose to read additional books about sounds and letters.

Follow-Up Lessons:

• Sort words from the book according to the number of sounds and syllables.

• Use letter tiles to add b to -at, -ug, -it, -ell, -og and other endings to make  

new words.

• Ask each student to make a Bingo card by illustrating or writing any eight words 

from the book in the squares in random order. Have students exchange cards. Call 

out words from the book as students mark them off. The first student to mark three 

words in a row wins! (See page 8 of this Teacher Note.)

Small Group/Partner Activities:

• Reread the book in pairs with partners helping to segment and blend sounds 

as needed.

• Students can ask and answer questions about word meanings, letters,  

and sounds.

Phonics:
• Ask students to identify initial, medial vowel, and final phonemes in 

consonant-vowel-consonant words and other single-syllable words. (Meets 

standards RF.K.2.D, RF.1.2.C)

• Ask students to identify and spell words from the text that have short and 

long vowel sounds. (Meets standard RF.1.2.A)

School-to-Home Connection:

• Send home the word clues from page 2 of this Teacher Note along with  

the book.

• Along with the book, send home a copy of My Bb Words from page 7 of this 

Teacher Note.

After Reading3.
Introduce the Genre

You can tell this is a nonfiction book because the pictures are photographs of real things. 

The pictures help explain what the words mean.

Establish a Purpose for Reading 

We are going to read words that begin with the /b/ sound spelled with the letter b.

Permission to reproduce for classroom use.
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Scope and Sequence

Phonics and Decodables

Phonics and Decodables Classroom Collection

Binder with 214 
Teacher Notes

Classroom Bin 
6-Packs of Each Title

Read-AlongsCrabtree’s Teacher Note

Word Count: 10 
Grade Level: PreK-1

Subject: Phonics
Genre: Nonfiction

Starts with B

Before Reading1.
Build Background/Access Prior Knowledge
Students can make predictions by looking at the cover of the book and book title. 
Have them discuss what they see and what they think the book is going to be about.

Another great idea is to have students fill the Letter Shape pages with pictures 
whose names begin with the /b/ sound and with words they know that begin with B 
and b. Alternately, you may wish to have students trace the letter shapes or fill them 
with glued-on beads. (See pages 5 and 6 of this Teacher Note.)

Introduce Words
baby: A very young child.
ball: An object, usually round, that is used in a game or as a toy.
balloons: Thin bags, usually made of rubber, that become larger when filled with air  
or gas.
bananas: Long curved fruits with thick peels that are yellow when ripe.
beach: An area covered with sand or small rocks that is next to an ocean or lake.
bear: A large animal with thick hair and sharp claws that usually lives in the forest. 
bed: A piece of furniture that people sleep on.
books: Stories or other texts that are either printed on sheets of paper held together inside  
a cover or accessed on a computer.
bread: A baked food made from flour and water.
bubbles: Balls of air inside a thin layer of soap.

Written by Christina Earley

Featured Words: baby, ball, balloons, bananas, beach, bear, 
bed, books, bread, bubbles
Key Idea: Identify the /b/ sound spelled with the letter b at 
the beginning of familiar words
Standards Addressed: RF.K.3.A Reading: Foundational Skills

Permission to reproduce for classroom use. crabtreebooks.com

During Reading2.
Explain that the letter Bb spells the /b/ sound. Enunciate the sound clearly for 

students and have them repeat it after you, taking care to isolate /b/ and not 

combine it with any vowel sounds. Ask students to notice how their mouths feel as 

they make the sound. Read the book aloud, emphasizing /b/ at the beginning of 

each word and asking students to repeat after you. 

During a second reading of the book, provide clues and ask students to identify  

the words:

• Which word has b three times? (bubbles)

• Which word has the small word ball inside? (balloons)

• Which word names an animal? (bear)

• Which word has the /k/ sound? (books)

• Which word has three syllables? (bananas)

• Which word ends with y? (baby)

• Which word has three letters and the short e sound? (bed)

• Which word is b plus the small word all? (ball)

• Which word begins with br? (bread)

• Which word ends with ch? (beach)

Finally, you may wish to provide for each student a copy of My Bb Words. (See page 

7 of this Teacher Note.) Students can cut apart the word cards, mix them up, and 

decide which one matches each page of the book. After students trace b to begin 

each word on a card, they can use crayons in several colors to rainbow-write all the 

letters in the word.  

ESE/SWD4.
• Use diagrams, graphics, and pictures to enhance spoken information.

• Try a direct-instruction approach to teach new concepts and skills. 

• Use a variety of materials and teaching styles to engage students.

• Create a comfortable learning environment.

Have students create flashcards with the Bb words. Pair the students to review and 

read the flashcards together. Have students write the words on paper.

• Recall letters and words from the text.

• Identify the author’s purpose for the nonfiction text.

• Students can choose to read additional books about sounds and letters.

Follow-Up Lessons:

• Sort words from the book according to the number of sounds and syllables.

• Use letter tiles to add b to -at, -ug, -it, -ell, -og and other endings to make  

new words.

• Ask each student to make a Bingo card by illustrating or writing any eight words 

from the book in the squares in random order. Have students exchange cards. Call 

out words from the book as students mark them off. The first student to mark three 

words in a row wins! (See page 8 of this Teacher Note.)

Small Group/Partner Activities:

• Reread the book in pairs with partners helping to segment and blend sounds 

as needed.

• Students can ask and answer questions about word meanings, letters,  

and sounds.

Phonics:
• Ask students to identify initial, medial vowel, and final phonemes in 

consonant-vowel-consonant words and other single-syllable words. (Meets 

standards RF.K.2.D, RF.1.2.C)

• Ask students to identify and spell words from the text that have short and 

long vowel sounds. (Meets standard RF.1.2.A)

School-to-Home Connection:

• Send home the word clues from page 2 of this Teacher Note along with  

the book.

• Along with the book, send home a copy of My Bb Words from page 7 of this 

Teacher Note.

After Reading3.
Introduce the Genre

You can tell this is a nonfiction book because the pictures are photographs of real things. 

The pictures help explain what the words mean.

Establish a Purpose for Reading 

We are going to read words that begin with the /b/ sound spelled with the letter b.
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Example of 8-Page,  
Title-Specific Teacher Note

Complete collection includes My Phonics Words, My Phonics Readers, Blue Marlin Readers, 
and My Decodable Readers. 

214 Titles!
Single title and 6-pack 
collections available!


