Survival tips for the new kid in town
Being the new kid--it's a common situation at the start of the school year. Whether it's
due to a family move or just a school promotion, the adjustment can be rough. Here are
some strategies you can pass on to your students to ease the transition:
Do some reconnaissance. Go online to learn about the school and community.
Consider meeting peers at a park or the YMCA.
Give it a chance. You'll be an outsider at first--and that's OK. Give yourself a few
days to be an observer and figure out where you might fit in.
Be positive. Don't badmouth the new locale. Every place has its pros and cons;
look for the good in your new situation.
Don't prejudge. Others may be going through their own transitions.
Introduce yourself. Make the first move. Greet fellow students and teachers
with a smile. Be friendly.
Find a niche. Join a club or go out for a team. Eventually, you'll find your
"people."
Even if you haven't moved, a new school year means a fresh start. Here are some
great related titles from Perma-Bound:
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Strong computational thinking skills are just some of the qualities that the Power
Coders--members of the after-school computer club at Newton High--bring to solving

mysteries throughout their town and school. These graphic novels follow their
adventures, and provide readers the opportunity to use algorithmic thinking to solve
problems right along with the coders. Dazzling illustrations, humorous dialogue, and
exciting plot developments are sure to keep burgeoning programmers entertained
while they explore the skills needed to write computer code.
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Two NEW Star Wars graphic novel sets are now available from Spotlight!
Darth Vader: The Shu-Torun War
The barons of Shu-Torun are rebelling against the Empire; and Darth Vader will do
whatever it takes to stop them and protect his hand-picked queen of the ore-rich planet,
Princess Trios. After issuing a bounty on the secret ally of the barons, Vader will team
up with two unlikely allies, deal with a not-so-honest bounty hunter, and eventually face
off against Mori and Aiolin in a deadly battle for the planet.
Rogue One
Scientist Galen Erso is taken from his home and forced to work on the Empire's secret
planet-killing weapon, leaving his daughter, Jyn, to grow up on her own. Fifteen years
later, Galen leaks information on the weapon. Now, the rebels of the Alliance want to
know if the rumors of an imperial Death Star are true. They'll need Jyn to help retrieve
the message and, possibly, her father.
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